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“Computers are incredible ; they can do
anything,”’ exclaims the computer neophyte (begin-
ner)”’

“Computers are stupid ; they can’t do
anything,”’ proclaims the frustrated programmer.”’

Who is correct-the neophyte or the pro-
grammer ? Surprisingly enough there is a certain
amount of truth in both remarks. As you progress
through this book, learning to direct the computer
to ‘‘do your bidding,”’ you will discover how
the computer is indeed incredible but also, in a
sense, Quite stupid.*

*31N Elements of COBOL programming 10t Wilson T. Price, Jack L.Olson.
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