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FOREWORD

‘Reflections on 731 Days in the Office of the President of the Supreme Court’

If one looks back to the decade between 1997-2007, one word which may
epitomize the judicial power - ‘Judicial Activism’. Which ever meaning that
may be attributed to this word, if it conveys the method whereby a judge is
willing to input into his/her opinion in a case his/her own val en politi-
@ai, the 38th

President of the Supreme Court of Thailand tries to recti IS view, a judge
should adhere to the Code of Judicial Etiquette and é%ns frorrll?@rticipating
in public controversies. “..on final analysis, judge@‘@ tom ecision on
the dispute, if we were to express our opi. the outswho will listen to
us when we were eventually called upon e the J}ud@s t. Whenever I was

asked to express an opinion, I tend % use mys
subject matter. I would tell th am a /uc@ And the most important

cal value, then this is something Chief Justice Viruch Lj

being ignorant of the

Court tells this to the a e of ne pomted judges.

qualification of being a%é; to //sten Tﬂe President of the Supreme

The influen @ ]udICIa| and Code of Judicial Etiquette from the
Court of Justi @@been f @eply by the Constitutional Court when Chief
Justice V'@h Limvic/‘@/as ex officio appointed the President of the
Constifgtional Cour ue of the Provisional Section in the Constitution of
the Kingdom of Thailand 2550 B.E.(2007). It is still fresh in the memory of
many that some Justices in the Constitutional Court were not very reluctant in
giving interviews to the media resulting in criticism expressed in the press in
response to those views expressed by the justices. Under Chief Justice Viruch,
communication with the press concerning cases pending in the Constitutional
Court was voluntarily curtailed and the integrity of the Court restored. “..the
saying that judicial institution is the last bastion for protection of civil right
means all courts; Constitutional Court, Administrative Court and the Court of

Justice must adhere to the law and justice in their deliberations. Judges of all

J




courts must uphold their integrity and adhere to the principles under the Code
of Judicial Etiquette, then the judicial institution will rightly be the last bastion
for protection of civil rights.” The President of the Supreme Court observes in
a lecture given to the participants of Senior Executive Program for

Administration of Justice, Justice Academy, Judicial Training Institute.

On his first day in office, the President of the Supreme Court declared his

vision and mission for the administration of justice and judigfaiconduct as

follows: @@
“The Court shall provide justice which is 30@, Conv(f%ient, speedy,
Q

economical, fair and thorough. @
Judges shall be trusted b)@t/@g lic in th%mpartiality and

<
righteousness.” @ A
& &
™
One of the problems f@he Sup @C urt which is well-known

throughout the justice s is backl cases. The problem has been

accumulating for q@t @vetime. F

were attributing &0 roblem. (/P

r_s oth outside and inside the court

Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
2550 B.E. (2 nd the mended Statute of Court of Justice present
the Supre rt with ellent opportunity to conduct a thorough reform.
Under new syste line with practices of supreme courts all over the

Wg@[he Suer@ ourt of Thailand can now refuse for deliberation cases

which it deems imimaterial to be considered. The serious implementation of the
new legislation together with the efficiency in the administration of man power
in the Supreme Court enable the Supreme Court in 25651 B.E. (2008), despite
all the new functions entrusted by the Constitution, to eliminate more than
15,000 cases out of the backlog. A record number, the highest in the history of
judicial statistics in Thailand. The same year has also recorded another
‘historical’ event. Since the Supreme Court has to hold a number of plenary

sessions, in some sessions the justices went on past lunch break. The Secretary

of the Supreme Court has to intervene with hamburgers and orange juice boxes.

)




“...It’s not that the justices prefer American food to Thai. But for the sake of

L]

convenience and speed, I ordered them ‘Mac’.” The Secretary of the Supreme

Court disclosed what went on behind the scene.

The President of the Supreme Court realizes that since the Supreme Court
will no longer entertain all the cases filed, it is essential that all decisions of the

Supreme Court must be material and set good precedent to the future cases

both at the Supreme Court and lower courts to follow. Law shall also
benefit from these decisions as reading material in class. ten hears the
following remark from the Chief Justice: “The S e Court must be
efficient; the quality of decisions from the Suprem must one other

than the best and must be comparable to the s of th%@me courts in
developed economies.”

In their social life, judges, III@ other prc@s s enjoy recreation and

other amenities in life. Besides | d other re d subjects, judges may read

literature, enjoy arts @nd ic, mvol < sports or study dharma and
meditate. To cover o h enS|ons C|a| activities’, the President of the

a pro 2 aIIed ‘Afternoon Tea @ the Supreme

ent spege rom all walks of life are invited to ‘tea’ and

Supreme Court initi
Court’ where
an afterno t W|t s of the Supreme Court at the executive lounge
and go @ ce room qgge Supreme Court. Among the speakers are Quinton
Quayltey'Esq., the tlsh Ambassador to Thailand on “Thai Culture through
the Eyes of a British Ambassador”, Clin. Prof. Dr. Teerawat Kulthanan, Dean
of Siriraj Medical School, younger brother of a Supreme Court justice, on
“How to Exercise and Keep Healthy for Senior People”. Several eminent
judges from the US and UK also made their appearances in this function to
compare judicial activities with their Thai counterparts. Social personality,
food critic and renowned entertainer, M.R. Thanadsri Sawasdiwat, was also a
guest to talk about His Royal Highness Prince Svasti Vatanavisishta, his late

grand father who was an eminent President of the Supreme Court.




By the fact that the Supreme Court exercises its discretion not to accept
immaterial cases for determination, a great number of cases will be final in the
lower courts. For this reason, the President of the Supreme Court initiated the
change of personnel management in the judiciary by appointing senior and
well-qualified justices from the upper courts to the posts of chief justices in the
courts of first instance and regional chief justices to oversee the quality of
judicial management as well as the quality of adjudication. This brings the
judiciary to high respect and trust that society always bestows@the court of

justice.

With respect to access to justice, in the pa@ouds justice had a

public relation officer where visitors to the c ould request for
assistance. At present the Office of t uary underthe guidance of the
President of the Supreme Court br| blic ser o a new height by

introducing the ‘service mind’ pro é\égb n concr s service-mind project

involves an officer, in blue ja greetlng etlng visitors to the court

asking what he or she C(@ to assi m This approach-the-visitors-first
technique in public rel@ ill creat just an element of satisfaction but a

‘'surprise’ to the p@in Co%@ih the court. The President remarks in his
inspectional visi o the co@
f‘g o §§ <o

you ha § nessed in this book is the attempt by the Editorial

C?
Bo portrait

ctions on 731 Days in the Office of the President of the
Supreme Court’ of Chief Justice Viruch Limvichai, who always says “...I am a
simple person who try to do my best in whatever I am responsible for, one at a
time...”. From the achievements set out in this book we can simply conclude
that one of the major contributions the President of the Supreme Court gives to

the judiciary is to bring trust and respect from the public to the courts of justice.
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